(> PRODUCT TEST ADVENTURE CAMPING)

ne of the problems with camper

trailers is that the bed is so high

you almost need an oxygen mask

to sleep at that altitude. Okay, that's

an exaggeration, but many people need a step

ladder or something similar to access the bed

and that's inconvenient, especially in the mid-
dle of the night when nature calls.

The Adventure Camping camper trailer,
designed and manufactured in South Aus-
tralia, overcomes this height problem with
a simple solution. The bed and canvas tent
section of this camper are stored in their own
container, down low in the trailer's ‘box’ sec-
tion, rather than on top of the trailer.

Another advantage of this camper trailer’s
design is that it's very easy to dust-proof the
storage area.
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There are three models of camper avail-
able from Adventure Camping, as well as a
large vehicle tray slide-on unit for utes, all
featuring the unigue bed/tent box combo, We
took the upmarket Pilbara Adventure model
On our test,

The camper trailer is a simple sturdy box
design on a tough no-nonsense chassis and
suspension. The 50mm square axle is rated at
1500kg while the suspension consists of nine-
leaf eye-to-eye springs backed up by good
shock absorbers. Tyres were 16-inch Simex
Road Terrains fitted to steel rims, We would
have preferred 1o see an all-terrain tyre fitted,
Brakes are a low-maintenance mechanical
over-ride units.

The top half of the wailer is divided down
the centre line with a kitchen area on one side
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1 Drop the rear tyre and open up
the tailgate
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3 | Swivel the bed base through
| 90 degrees

Lock the three cross-members
and erect the tent

Slide out the bed base and extend
| the supporting legs

Open up the bed box to expose the
tent canvas and its external frame

6 | Dnce set-up, the tent is easy to
access without having to climb
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ALLTHE COMFORTS OF HOME

1 You can opt for a king-size or 2 The quality Lido Junior twin-burner
two double beds stove and grill unit is stainless steel

| There's plenty of storage spaces A 9kg gas bottle is tucked in behind
i for all types of items alloy checker-plate stone deflectors
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The 80-litre fridge/freezer is located 6 The back of the trailer is easily
| on the A-frame | accessed through the tailgate

Separate from
the tent area is
a large awning
that erects
independently

be folded, Onee the tent is erected these three
cables (for three ¢ members) need o be
slipped off their locating pins so the collars
slide inmto place and lock the two halves of
the cross-member into a solid unit, It prob-
ably sounds more complicated than it really
srtainly it takes abowut a fifth of the time
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The kitchen
iIs accessible
at any time,
canvas
up or not

positioned o protect the camper’s ocoupants
from the wined.

The kitchen area is reaclily accessible m
any time, canvas up or not. Simply flip two
catches, drop the trailer'’s side-wall and lift the
lidd, This exposes a large bench area and m
one end is the swing-out gas stove = in this
case a Lido Junior stainless-steel twin-burner
with grill. Two compartments with lift-off lids
are located along the bench's fromt edge, a
sink and tap are fied at the Far end. Three
shallower companments with locking lids
in the kitchen's rear wall provide additional
storage space for small ftems, such as spices
and the like.

Most people will love the big area availalble
in the kitchen and its handy storage areas. A
few plastic boxes with other kitchen good-
ies or food can easily be stored in this large
kitchen area.

The storage companment on the driver's
side of the wailer is huge and will carry 2
heap of gear but, 10 make the most of the
cavernous space, you'd have to pack any
smaller items in plastic Boxes, As previously
mentioned, battery and battery charger are
here as well,

Unlacen, the ase mocel camper weighs
in at about 750kg while the more feature-
packed Pilbara camper tips the scales at
closer to 800kg or more. Loaded and full of
water, an all-up weight of a tonne or more is
on the cards,

Towing this big camper proved 1o be easy
and it tracked Behind our wow vehicle - in
this case a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel Nissan Patrol
— very well,

The Adventure Camping camper and ofl-
roadl trailer is a well-desipned and -built alver-
native o other top-notch models available in
the Aussiec market.

The top-of-the-line Pillxara, at $27,300, will
provide years of trouble-free travelling and
comfortable camping in style, <4

IT'S ALL IN THE DETAILS

\ ¥ .
| Ls . T N

1 ‘A roof rack on top of the camper allows plenty of extra gear to be stored, such
as tyres, fuel or even a boat

Beam axle suspension with nine-leaf
springs and quality dampers

2i All-terrain tyres would be better 3
| than the highway rubber fitted

For more information contact Adventure Camping and Offroad

Campers, 100 Daws Road, Edwardstown, SA. Ph: 08 8276 S666;

or check the web at www.adventureoffroadtrailers.com.au.
Victorians can check out the trailers at OQutbound 4WD Camping

Adventures, Sebastopal, Ph: 03 5336 0760,




